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Integration: Workgroup Collaboration


A Brief History of the Internet 

The history of the Internet is relatively brief but intense. Few innovations have had as great an impact on human communications; and none have ever spread so rapidly across the world. Over a span of just 30 years, the Internet has transformed the way many people communicate with each other.  

Origins in the 1970s

The origins of the Internet date back to 1969. In an effort to create a network that could survive a nuclear war, the United States military created a decentralized network. The ARPANET (which was the system’s original name) had a unique design that made it possible for many or even most of the systems attached to the network to be destroyed, yet the network could continue to function. This early network was devoted to military communications research. Eventually, some education-related networks began connecting to ARPANET to facilitate their own communications. 

Expansion in the1980s 

In the 1980s the National Science Foundation (NSF) set up its own network, based upon the operating principles of the ARPANET. This step was important because the NSF also allowed any college or university to connect to its new network. This expanded the user population from a few specialized military and government contractor units to a major segment of the academic community. Over time, institutions of education in other countries also connected to the emerging Internet. At this point, the services available on the Internet were difficult to use, and most required a high level of computer expertise to master. This was about to change. 

Commercialization in the 1990s

The next jump in the development of the Internet came when commercial organizations were also able to connect to the Internet. Soon, some of these commercial organizations began to specialize in connecting individuals to the Internet. Commercial online services such as America Online and CompuServe added Internet capability to their systems as well. By the mid-1990s, the population of Internet users had grown to encompass any business and individual that wished to subscribe to an Internet Service Provider (ISP) or online service for access. At this point, use of the Internet burgeoned at a rate few would have foreseen just a few years previously. Along with increased access, the ease of use of the new World Wide Web also played a key role in the Internet’s popularity. The Web made navigation of the Internet’s vast information much easier than it had ever been previously.  

At the beginning of the decade, the Internet had been the domain of a relative handful of computer experts and educators. By the end of the decade, anyone who could afford an inexpensive computer could be an Internet user after just a few hours of training. By mid-1999 it was estimated that approximately 77 million people all over the world were making routine use of the Internet. 
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