Many people are not aware that electric cars have been used in the United States for nearly ninety years. In fact, before the introduction of the gasoline automobile, approximately 50,000 electric cars soared down American streets. Presently, electric cars are gaining attention as an effective means of improving our air quality, reducing pollution, and reducing the need to import oil into the United States.

Often referred to as “zero-emission vehicles,” electric cars have the distinct advantage of releasing little or no pollution, reducing the amount of carbon monoxide in our air. Electric cars are also quieter than gasoline-fueled cars, and the batteries that power these cars have the potential to be recharged through renewable sources such as wind and solar power. 

Steven Lough of Eco-Motion Electric Cars in Seattle, WA highlights a few of the many benefits of electric cars. A summary of his points follows:

Electric cars are affordable. A used car in good condition sells for about $2,900 and new models start at $8,900.

Electric cars are three times more efficient per dollar than gasoline-fueled cars. They improve air quality, limit pollution, and lessen U.S. dependence on imported coal and oil.

Electric cars will improve over time. Already new batteries—including metal-nickel-hydride batteries and lithium batteries—are being researched. In the coming years these batteries will be available, doubling and tripling the per charge rate of these automobiles.

Lough adds a powerful statement, that:

There are alternatives [to gasoline automobiles and the pollution and expense associated with them]…There are carpooling, public transportation, bicycles, telecommunications, and yes, electric cars. 

